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mw « Hello Friends, 
a here’s how to use 
this week's free gift. 


Use your shrinky shoe tags to liven up your trainers. 
Ask an adult to help you use the oven. 

1 Colour in your tag with felt tips or coloured pencils. 
Pre-heat the oven to 150°C/300°F/Gas Mark 2. 

2 Place the tag on a baking tray lined with foil and 
put it in the oven for a few minutes. It will curl up, 
then go flat again. 

3 Use an oven glove to take the tray out of the 
oven. Put the tag on a heat-proof mat and hold it 
down with a table mat or book for one minute until 
it has set hard. Now thread it on your shoe lace. 


If you haven't got 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Just ask a grown up to 

write to the address below 

stating which parts you want us to 

send you and enclosing the appropriate 

payment. Each part costs £1.20 except part 1, 
which only costs 60p. Postage and packing are free. 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box 
holds 26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below stating the number of Tidy 
Boxes you want and enclosing the payment. Postage 
and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 
Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 
Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying:by credit card, be 
sure to state the cardholder’s name, type of card 
(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You can 
phone your order on 01424 755755. 


WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER 

_ All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex 
TN35 4TJ or telephone 01424 755755. 


_ CUSTOMER ENQUIRIES 01424 755755 
(For readers in the UK and Republic of Ireland) 


Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 
7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 
Art editor: Phil Gibbs 
© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 
- © 1992 EBU. 
Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
_ Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
| Animals of Farthing Wood and the Animals of Farthing Wood logotype are 
Trade Marks of BBC Enterprises Ltd and are used under licence. BBC 
logotype reproduced by kind permission of the British Broadcasting Corporation. 
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Owl has gone missing and 
the Farthing Wood animals 
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Owl pays tribute to the live in the shallow waters of 
parenting skills of the male this beautiful barrier reef. 
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The animals were very upset to hear of 
White Stag’s death, and lived in fear that 


the bad-tempered stag, Trey, would take over 
as leader of the Park. The rats, however, had 


other ideas ... 


) 


One morning, Mossy was digging molehills. 
As he came up for air, he came face to face 
with the Rat Pack. “Um ... um ... I don’t 
think we’ve met,” ventured Mossy. 


“Tm Bully, Leader of the Pack,” boasted 
Bully. “Spike, do you want to kill him, or 
shall I?” Bully held Mossy up in the air and 
was just about to kill him when ... 


... Measly, feeling brave for a change, ran to 
the rescue. The rats, terrified of weasels, 
scarpered pretty quickly. Measly even picked 
up the last rat and threw him into the 
bushes for good measure. 


“What happened?” asked Charmer, as she 
and Ranger ran to the scene. “There ... there 
... were big nasty rats,” sobbed Mossy, “but 
Measly saved me. He’s my hero.” 


“Well done, Measly, I had no idea you were 
so brave,” said Ranger. “I was very brave,” 
said Measly, “some of the rats were as big as 
badgers,” he lied. 
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Owl and Speedy met by the pond. “I think it 
was horrible the way they treated you today,” 
said Speedy. “I’m flying off to pastures new,” 
said Owl. “Don’t tell anyone, but I’ve been 
thinking of taking a mate. Goodbye.” 


q ty 


—5 tae 

“I am Trey,” the stag bellowed. “I’ve never 
heard such a ¢errible noise.” “Terribly sorry, 

I’m sure,” replied Measly. “If I ever hear you 
again, I shall stamp on you,” threatened the 
bad-tempered stag. 


Measly was out looking for Weasel, 
screeching her name at the top of his voice. 
He wasn’t looking where he was going and 
walked straight into Trey. 


Weasel was, in turn, looking for Measly. But 
she got more than she bargained for when she 
found him. “I don’t like weasels, they’re 
nuisance makers.” said Trey. “This is my park, 
so no noise. Better if I never see you again.” 


Measly tried to explain that his mate was 
pregnant. This only made Trey more angry 
and he tried to stamp on them. The weasels 
ran off, with Trey following close behind. 


“Did all that noise wake you?” a grey snake 
asked Adder. “If you must know, yesss,” 
answered Adder. “Troublesome thingsss, 
weasels,” he went on, “I’m Sinuous.” “Sggo 
am I,” replied Adder, sarcastically. 


Just then, Toad hopped up to remind them 
that now spring was here, the mating season 
was beginning. “And isn’t it the Toad-eating 
season, too?” laughed Adder. Toad didn’t 
hang around to find out. 
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“Oh, do be quiet, Weasel,” Fox snapped. “It’s 
all your own fault, I’ve never heard such a 
dreadful noise. I’m not surprised Trey lost 
his temper with you. I’m on his side.” 


As the weasels left the Park, someone else 
was watching. “It’s that We-We-Weasel and 
her mate, they’ve gone,” said Bully, turning 
to the other rats. 


Meanwhile, the weasels ran to tell Fox about 
their encounter with Trey. “You’ve got to 
deal with him, Fox,” Weasel demanded, 
“especially with me in my condition.” 


Weasel had had enough, “I’m not going to 
stay here and be stamped to death.” “Where 
are you going?” asked Vixen. “I’m going to 
find somewhere where my little ones can 
grow up making as much noise as they like.” 


“What a piece of good fortune, my handsome 
longtails,” Bully laughed. “This Park will 
soon be mine. Who am I?” he demanded. 
“Bully, Bully, Bully,” the Rat Pack cheered. 


Next week: Absent friends. 


All About... 
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GGHi! I'm Feral goat. Have you ever seen one of my 
family scampering nimbly over rocky ground in the 
more remote, hilly parts of Britain or Ireland? 
Well, large herds of Feral goats used to be a 
common sight all round the British Isles — 

in some places there were more goats than 
sheep — but today, our herds, which are 
smaller, are much more scattered. Like 
Feral cats, we were once domesticated 
by man, but now live in the wild, 
without human help. Stone Age farmers 
brought my ancestors to Britain. Some 
escaped and formed their own herds.99 
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GOAT COATS 

There are two main differences between us 
Feral goats and domestic ones: we have a 
long, shaggy coat to protect us against 
cold, wet weather, whereas domestic goats 
are short-haired; and we are much smaller - 
only about half their size. The colour of our 
coats varies from place to place - piebald 
British goats are quite common. Both the 
male and female have horns, which usually 
curve back over our heads and then twist 
outwards. Mine can be as long as 76cm, 
the female’s are normally shorter. Our short 
tail droops downwards - the tails of 
domestic goats often curl upwards. 


We spend most of the year on high, rocky hillsides 
or cliff-tops, browsing on shrubs such as heather 
and gorse. We also like the shoots at the tips of 
tree branches and can stand up on our hind legs to 
reach them. In the winter, we often move down to 
sheltered valleys in search of grass and low shrubs. 


Towards the end of winter, the females move 
away from the herd to give birth to their young, 
which is called a kid. For the first 10 days the kid 
stays hidden among the rocks where it was born 
and the mother returns to it two or three times a 
day to feed it. Then it is strong enough to follow 
her around, and by the middle of the summer the 
females and their kids have joined up to make a 
herd again. The greatest danger for the kids is 
wet, cold weather. Sometimes they are not 
sturdy enough to survive their first winter. 


All About... 


The Spanish ibex is smaller than its Alpine cousin. Its 


Mou ntal n goats smooth horns are twisted in a slight spiral outwards 

66In parts of Europe there are some —=— 2" upwards. Some are quite pale, some have a dark 
stripe down the back and some have a very 

‘ Pi F noticeable beard. They live in the mountains of 

They live high up on the sides of “central and southern Spain and in the Pyrenees. The 

mountains and mainly eat grasses, females have short horns and occasionally have to 

small plants, mosses and lichens.99 protect their young from wolves or Golden eagles. 


kinds of goats that are truly wild. 


LIVING DANGEROUSLY 

Female Alpine ibexes tend to stay together with their 
young and wander over a small territory of about one 
square kilometre. The males, on the other hand, are 
more adventurous and will roam on to higher, steeper 
ground in search of richer food. This means that they 
are in more danger of being caught by avalanches and 
a number of them are killed in this way every year. 


The Alpine ibex is greyish brown and 
merges very well into its rocky 
background. The male is up to 150cm long 
and has long, curved horns with parallel 
ridges along the top. The female’s horns 
are a similar shape, but shorter. Like Red 
deer, the males, which spend much of the 
year on their own, come together for the 
rut, when they fight over the females, using 
their strong horns as weapons. The 
females also use their horns to protect 
their kids against intruders. 


SUCCESS’STORY, 

Because of hunting; Alpinedbex, nearly, became 
extinct.in the wild. A number of them were taken 
fromthe only remaining herd in the Gran 
Paradiso National Park in Italy and introduced 
into various new sites in the Alps. Luckily they 
survived — hunting isinow banned = and in 
Switzerland alone there are about 3500) of them. 


BLACK AND WHITE 

Have you ever heard of a shammy? Well, it’s 
a soft cloth that people use for polishing. It 
used to be made from the skin of another 
very agile mountain goat, the Chamois 
(pronounced sham-wa). Nowadays, chamois 
cloths are made from sheep’s skins. 

The Chamois lives high in the mountains of 
the Pyrenees, the Alps and Appenines. It is 
smaller and slimmer than either of the ibexes 
and has a black and white pattern on its 
head. Its horns stand up straight from the 
forehead and curve back into a point. It has 
a dark stripe along the back, which is more 
noticeable in summer, when its coat is paler. 
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Plucky 


Bold’s son is a real chip off the old 
block; he’s in such a hurry to enjoy life. 
Dash and he have some great races, but 
even the fastest fox in the world doesn’t 
stand much chance against a hare. 


OUTLINE 
PLUCKY'S CHEST 
AND STOMACH 


DRAW FOUR MORE 
LINES FOR THE LEGS 


ADD FOUR PAWS 


SHADE IN THE 
EARS AND NOSE 
SHADE IN THE EYES AND 
ADD EYEBROWS 
“/ ADD A SHORT 
LINE TO THE END 
OF THE MOUTH 


ROUGH UP 
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A BEEHIVE <> 


66The beehive in late summer is avery a» i 
busy place. Some worker bees are out Rs 
collecting nectar and pollen, some fan 
their wings to ‘air-condition’ the hive, while 
others feed and groom the queen bee. The 
beekeeper looks after the hive and harvests 
the honey — he knows just when to take the 
honey and how much he can take without 
leaving the bees hungry over the winter. 99 


Hare’s Challenge: a bee sucks up nectar 
through its proboscis and stores it in its 
crop; it carries pollen in ‘baskets’ on its 
back legs. How many bees can you spot 
out gathering food from flowers? 
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You should be able to find nine busy 
bees collecting pollen and nectar 
from the meadow’s daisies and clover. 


Worker bees suck 
up nectar through 
their proboscis. 
Some they use for 
energy, some they 
carry to the hive, 
where it’s turned into 
honey to feed the other bees. 
Worker bees also collect 
pollen in baskets on their hind 
legs and take it to the hive to 
put in their food store. 


Bees have wax-producing 
glands in their abdomen. In 
a new hive they use this wax 
to build six-sided wax cells. 
These make the 
honeycomb, which is built 
from the top of the hive 
downwards. 


Worker bees standing guard at the 
hive’s entrance can tell from a bee’s 
scent whether it belongs to that hive 
or not. If a strange bee tries to enter, 
these guards quickly attack it with 
their barbed stingers. They also give 
off a special alarm scent that tells 
other bees inside the hive to come 
out and help. 


In late summer, when 
it's time to collect the 
ripe honey, the 
beekeeper puts on 
protective clothing so 
that the bees’ can’t 
sting him. Then he 
puffs smoke into the 
hive to make the bees 
drowsy. This is so that 
he can lift out the full 
honeycombs from the 
hive more easily and 
take them away to 
remove the honey. 


On the third day after the queen 
lays an egg, a larva crawls out. At 
six days old, it is sealed into a wax 
cell by the worker bees. Here it 
spins a silk covering and rests as a 
pupa for 12 days. It then chews its 
way out of the cell, and emerges 
as a new adult into the hive. 


The queen 
bee has a longer, more 

slender body than the other bees, with short 
wings and long brown legs. Her only job is to 
lay eggs after the male drone bees have mated 
with her. She may lay up to a million eggs in 
her lifetime; that’s about 1500 a day. 


It’s important for the young bees that the temperature of 
the hive is kept even, and this is another job for the 
worker bees. In hot summer weather, workers gather 
drops of water and put them inside the hive. Then they 
use their wings to fan air over the water and into the 
hive, like a kind of air-conditioning system. 


¢ 
Discovering Nature 
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BEES 


| rather like honey, but that weedy 
Measly is too frightened of being 
stung to get any for me. If you build 
a little nest-box in your garden, you 
might attract some Bumble bees, 
but you’re probably better off getting 
your honey from the supermarket. 
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BEE NEST-cOR \ 


Bumble bees live underground, often in a : 
hole made by a mouse or a vole. There \ 
aren't enough of these holes to go round, 

so if you make a nest-box in early spring, 

you might well find some Bumble bees 

making their home in it. 
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. HIVE VARIETY 
v As far as we know, the earliest 
‘\ people to build hives were the 
Ancient Egyptians, some 4500 years 
| ago! They made theirs out of mud 
from the River Nile. Over the 
centuries, hives have been made in 
all sorts of shapes and sizes, and in 
an enormous variety of materials. 


You will need: 

trowel, small flowerpot with central 
drainage hole, four small stones, 

12 x 12cm wooden cover, sawdust or 
wood shavings. 


0 q Use a trowel to dig a hole in 
the ground deep enough to hold 
the flowerpot. Put a little heap of 
sawdust or wood shavings at the 
bottom of the hole. 


omy 


_ 


) ¢ 


’ 


z Q Put the flowerpot into 
+ the hole, bottom up. 
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3 Put the wooden cover on top of f 
the flowerpot, supporting it on the four * 
stones so that it’s about 3cm above a 
the pot. If you're lucky, a bumble bee () 
might crawl under the cover and make 

its nest in the flowerpot. 
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leaf hive from the 1700s 


straw hive 


; 

» sr ~ 
parce BEES. — 

wave PUDDING These are very simple to MAKING PAI 

No fear of being stung around this hive! make and fun to hang as a BALLS 


mobile. 


You will need: 
white tissue paper, needle and strong 
thread, yellow/orange and black paint, a second sheet and 
paint brush, pipe cleaners, thin card, __ screw this up, too. 

scissors, pencil, clear acetate film (from a | Keep wrapping and 


stationery shop), craft knife, PVA glue. scrunching up like this 
until your ball is the 


Screw up one piece 
of tissue paper into 
a tight ball. Wrap it in 


You will need: 

yellow jelly or blancmange mix, black food 
colouring, 250g marzipan, leaf gelatine, 
pudding basin, florist’s wire, metal spoon, 
plate, small paint brush. 


q Make up about a litre of yellow 


jelly or blancmange. Follow the 
right size. Fix the last 


instructions on the packet to q Scrunch up some tissue paper o~ 2 a is ; : 
make a stiffer than normal mix. to make two balls, one about 7cm (7 {i C, Ms piece of paper in place 
(If you use jelly, substitute 150ml in diameter (all the way across) NEY pean 2 i with sticky tape. 

milk for 150ml water to make the and one about 9cm in diameter. eg 


hive look more solid.) Pour into a 


pudding basin and leave to set. Q Thread a needle with 


strong thread. Make a knot 

at the end of the thread. 

Push the needle through the 
bigger ball and into the 29" 
() smaller one, to sew the 

(4 head and body together. 

() Go back and forth like this = 
twice more to make sure 

they are firmly attached. 


Q Dip the pudding basin in hot 


water and turn out the ‘hive’ on 3 Use black food colouring 
N® to aplate. Use ametal spoon to _to paint fine lines all round the 
ey scoop out an entrance to the cake, starting at the top, and 


\ 
hive. Don't remove too much, or turning the plate as you go. 


oe) O & it will collapse! 


a Make about 10 bees out of marzipan 


and paint black stripes on them. C ee 


3 Paint the head and body 
yellow or orange. When they’re 


dry, paint on some black stripes. 
\ Kf 4 Cut three pipe cleaners in 
half and glue on as legs. j 
template ~ 
AY Pe 


$ Trace the wing template 6 Cut some clear acetate ? Glue the wings to the bee's body, 
twice on to thin card. Cut film to just bigger than the just behind its head. If you make a 
the wings out, then carefully empty area inside the wing. _ few of these bees, you can hang: 
cut along the inner line to Glue it to the wing outline. them up by threading , 
leave an outline. Paint this them on strong cotton. Ss 


§ Cut wing shapes out of the 
leaf gelatine and paint black 
‘veins’ on them. Push the 
wings gently into the bees. 
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® Paint a thin layer of — Qe “Ep 
Ss = glue on the container up 7 

to the first mark. Wind 

black string round and 
round the container up to 

this mark, making sure 


there are no gaps. Then, 
paint another layer of glue 


6 Cut short lengths of aa 
florist's wire. Push one end oj 
into a bee and the other end 2 | Bee Pe 
gently into the pudding. (PS, Make a stripey bee container to 
keep your pens and pencils in. 
Or use a bottle to make a bee 


j candlestick and give it to 
someone for a birthday present. 


: ; 3 Keep going in 

‘em this way until 
you've got to the 
top of the 

wee container. Cut the 


You will need: end of the string off 


clean, empty jam jar or bottle, @ diviae your container into up to the second mark, neatly. (If you want the container 
poster paint, yellow and black equal-sized stripes, ont this time winding yellow . to be longlasting, you can paint it 
: string, PVA glue, paint brush. them with a line of paint. string round. “ with clear varnish.) 
. a 
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Puzzle it out BZ _ / 


TANGLED WeBs 


Spiders had moved into the Shrews’ nest. Their By this stage, the spiders were becoming agitated. 
webs were everywhere and Mrs Shrew was fed After all, it takes them a long time to put up their 
up with having to brush them down. webs and they didn’t want a group of young 
“Leave them,” said the young Shrews, looking up Shrews pulling them down again. Spiders started 
from their building blocks. “We can do lots of rushing all over the place! 
things with spiders’ webs.” “And we can play chase with the spiders!” 
“Look!” said one Shrew. “I can use this one as a shouted the youngest Shrew, running after them. 
trampoline!” Strangely enough, the next day Mrs Shrew 
‘And this one makes a good tent if you cover it couldn't find one web or one spider in her nest. 
with leaves!” whooped another. Can you guess why? 


Me 


BySp) 


WHAT AM I? 
My first is in birch and also in beech, 
My second’s in louse and also in leech. 
My third is in dog but not in puppy, 
My fourth is in goldfish and also in guppy. 
My fifth is in trek but not in roam, 
My sixth is in hut and also in home. 
My seventh’s in owl and also in hoot, 
My eighth is in goose but not in coot. 
My whole is an animal that comes out at night, 
To eat spiders and insects while it 
stays out of sight. 


BUILDING BLOCKS 
Fill in all the numbers, starting 
at the bottom row. Each number 
in each row is the sum of the 
two numbers lying directly 
beneath it, like this: [3 


[53 


THERE ARE 10 SMALL 
SPIDERS HIDING FROM 
THE YOUNG SHREWS-CAN 
You €iIND THEM ? 


A MEAL OF FLIES 
Spiders eat flies — and there 
are many different types of fly. 
Add “fly” to your answers to 
the clues and find out what 
some of them are. 


| 1 A fiery monster. 


{DOUG 


2 The fifth month. 


OOO 


‘| 3 An animal you can ride. 


JWOUUU 


| 4 Made from milk. 


{OOOO 


5 A machine to lift heavy things. 


OL. 


7 What people live in. 


OULU» 


The Spider and the Fly ~ round the table. The spider must catch the fly, 
This is a game for two players, but others can and the fly must try not to be caught, but they 


Help the fly leave 
the web and escape 


the spider. : \@D watch. You need a large table and two have to stay by the table and can’t run out 
blindfolds. into the room. You can play until the spider 

\e The “spider” and the “fly” are blindfolded and catches the fly and then swap round. Or you 

stand at opposite ends of the table. One of can give up after three or four minutes — just 


them says “Go!” and the two players move time yourselves with an alarm clock or timer. 


This is a game for three or more players. 
One is the leader and sits with a finger 
on each knee. The other players also 
put their fingers on their knees. The 
game is for the leader to raise her 
fingers suddenly and say “Fly away 
— |!" and name something. So, if 

she says “Fly away bird” or 
“butterfly”, everyone should raise 
their fingers. But if she says “Fly 
away cow!” (or something else that 
can't fly) no notice should be 
taken. The loser can drop out each 
time, if you want. 


WHATS THE 
SPIDER DOING 
IN MY SOUP ? 


ONLY JOKING!: 
Find the answer by writing 
down the first letter of 

each object. 
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